IN THE CLAIMS: 
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Please cancel claims 1-12 in the application and add new claims 13-14: 
1-12 (cancelled without prejudice) 

13. (New) A system for treating articles with heated compressed air comprising: 

a) conveyor for moving the articles: 

b) an ah: knife oriented to direct ah* at the moving articles; 

c) a motor; 

d) an air compressing device driven by a motor; 

e) an air inlet to the air compressing device; 

f) an air delivery duct from the compressmg device for providmg air to the 
air knife at a pressure of from about 0.5 to about 10 pounds per. square 
inch above ambient pressure; 

g) an air recirculation loop from the air delivery duct leading from the air 
delivery duct directly back to the ak compressmg device inlet so that no 
recu-culated air contacts the motor; and 

h) a valve for controllmg the portion of ak flowing from the ah* 
compressing device toward the au: delivery duct that recurculates back to 
the ak inlet to the air compressing device for heatmg. 

14. The system of claim 13 wherem diere is no enclosure separating the 
compressing device from the motor. 
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